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PLASCOVERS, NELSON 


Introducing the NELSON SLEEVE — 


BEST OF ALL BOOK JACKETS 
NO EDGE TAPES NEEDED 


High quality, long lasting, and very resistant to hard wear 

Nelson Sleeves are manufactured 4 of an inch deeper than stock 
book sizes, to allow for easy insertion of pictorial jacket into sleeve. 

This extra depth also allows the front and back end boards of 
the book to be inserted into the sleeve. 

Ihe thickness of the end boards takes up the extra § of an inch, 
thus ensuring a comfortable, close fit. 


Supplied in the following stock sizes: 

Ref. and Size 

vce no Depth To take jacket Price 
1v00/CCO 74 in. 7 in. x 18in. 7d each 
1000/CCI 72 in 7h in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1wo0/CC? 72 in. 7h in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC3 7iin 7i in, x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC4 8i in. & in. x 18in. 8d cach 
1000/CCS i in. 8!in. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CC6 8§ in. 8S in. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CC7 8{ in. Sjin. x 18in. 8d cach 

Other sizes quoted on request. 


Mike FOLLOWING ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
NON TEAR P.V.C. and ACETATE COVERS, bound with cloth 


or lassometric tapes of various colours. Same size and prices as 
above. 


CUT PLASTIC PIECES 
Sizes up to 8} in. x 18 in.—4d each 
Sizes 9 in to 10 in. x 18 in.—Sd each 
Morane Heuatsealing. quoted on request 
Cloth tapes various colours, 2-inch core—5/6 per 50 yd. roll. 
Vinamul adhesive glue—6/6 per tin 


All prices net Special quotes for contract lots 
ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE from: 
C. H. RENNIE 
114 Princes Drive 
NELSON 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY 


REPORT OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY SELECT COMMITTEE 
STUART PERRY 


The report of the Select Parliamentary Committee on a National 
Library presents conclusions and specific recommendations on pro- 
pesals which have been subjected to a more than usually thorough 
scrutiny. 

When the Libraries Association of New Zealand was established in 
1910, only one of the State services, the General Assembly Library 
was in being. The Alexander Turnbull Library came to the nation 
in 1918. ‘ 

In 1934, the Munn-Barr Report made proposals in respect of the 
existing State services: Mr A. D. McIntosh had already presented a 
report on the organisation and functions of a national library. Still 
later the Government actually had plans drawn for a building behind 
Parliament House. 

On the establishment of the Library School and the National 
Library Centre in 1945, and their addition to the existing Country 
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Library Service and School Library Service, the National Library 
Service as we know it, came into being. 

At the Council meeting of | May 1951, a Palmerston North pro- 
posal for an investigation of the possibility of co-ordinating certain 
libraries under the heading of a New Zealand National Library, was 
presented but lost: instead, a committee was set up to report on 
existing co-operation and co-ordination among Wellington libraries 
with a view to formulating Association policy (New Zealand Libraries 
14n5: 123-4, Je 1951). 

[his committee reported to the August meeting (New Zealand 
Libraries 14n8: 214, S 1951) and a recommendation was approved 
re-aflirming the desirability of a national library, and considering “that 
unless there is a single library building there will not be possible a 
greater degree of co-operation than exists at present”. 

On 26 August 1952, a committee of librarians held its first meeting 
on the question of a National Library: it was formally set up as an 
Association Committee shortly afterwards. In March 1953, a remit 
from this committee, pressing for a Parliamentary Select Committee, 
was approved by Conference. 

A committee set up by the Public Service Commission to examine 
proposals from the Association to the Prime Minister (Mr Holland), 
carried out an exhaustive investigation, hearing evidence from other 
parties interested as well as from the Association, and duly reported in 
April 1956. This report has never been released for publication, but it 
is referred to in the document under review. 

There was some delay before the next step was taken, but in the 
meantime, in answer to a Question in the House in September 1957, 
the Prime Minister (Mr Holland) had announced the Government's 
decision that New Zealand should have a National Library. 

On 24 October 1957, on a motion standing in the name of the 
Prime Minister (Mr Holyoake), a Select Committee of ten members 
was set up to enquire into, and report upon “the ways and means of 
carrying out the decision of the Government to establish a National 
Library ... ~; the place and functions of the present State Libraries 
and services within the framework of the National Library; adminis- 
trative direction control; adequate service to Members of Parliament 
and the control of such service. 

After the new Government came into office, the initial membership 
of this Committee was determined, the Committee had two extensions 
of time and heard turther evidence. Its report was presented in 
September 1958. 

1 do not intend, at this point, to discuss the general topic: my 
own views are set out in New Zealand Libraries already, principally in 
New Zealand Libraries 16n10: 217-225, D 1953, and as a member 
of the Association’s Committee, | have had few personal reservations. 
But the publication of the Report calls for some comment, and | am 
glad to comply with the Hon. Editor’s request that | should make it. 
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fhe first point is that the Committee was not required to recom- 
mend for or against a National Library. That decision had been 
taken. The next, and it is important, is that after presentation of the 
report of the committee set up by the Public Service Commission, 
“it became apparent that there were genuine differences of opinion 
between certain of the Departments especially about the administrative 
control of the National Library and the relationship of the individual 
libraries to the proposed Central Library”, and it was for this reason 
that Parliament was asked to appoint the Select Committee. By normal 
procedure this committee has reached certain unanimous conclusions, 
and recommends action, not, in the event, markedly different from the 
proposals which represented majority Association opinion. 

The Committee expresses itself as unanimous that a National 
Library is desirable to integrate the services of the present State 
Libraries and avoid overlapping: to co-ordinate library services 
throughout the community; and to ensure the maximum benefit to the 
community from the finance available for library purposes. 

Ultimately, a new building will be necessary and this cannot at 
present be contemplated: the cost of a building of 75,000 sq. ft. in 
area would be about £450,000. But after a personal inspection of the 
National Library Service, the Committee expressed the view, in bold 
type, that conditions there are so bad as to merit the immediate 
attention of Government, and urges, again in bold type, that a very 
high priority be given to the provision of a suitable building for this 
service. 

The suggestion in the report, however, that an area of 15,000 sq. ft. 
would satisfy those requirements is unreal and hard to understand. 
The headquarters alone of the Service in the present cramped quarters 
must occupy some 4,000 or 5,000 sq. ft. more than that—and even 
the total area of 25,000 sq. ft. cited as required for probable 
development would scarcely be a generous accommodation for the 
Service at its present stage. 

With this major reservation as to size, it is possible to welcome 
and applaud the recommendations that a new building of a size and 
design adequate for the needs of an expanding National Library 
Service should be constructed at the rear of the present General 
Assembly Library Wing, and that ultimately the area between the 
General Assembly Library and the proposed National Library Service 
building could be used for extension, making a convenient unit. “At a 
later stage it might be possible to erect an additional building on 
this site and in this way the three libraries could be brought together 
ina National Library as envisaged in this report.” 

The Association’s general view was that the National Library ought 
to be a separate Department of State. The Committee’s proposal, not 
unexpected in the light of recent developments in Public Service 
structure, was that it should come under the Department of Education. 
lf the National Library was not to have independence, that was the 
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Department for which the majority of the members of the Associa- 
tion’s Committee had elected. Perhaps an independent Department 
was too much to hope for, but the Association did make out a strong 
case for that. 

It is proposed that there should be a National Librarian subordinate 
to the general authority of the Director of Education “and such 
National Librarian should be assisted by an advisory committee” 
preferably with about seven members having “professional and de- 
partmental—rather than lay—dqualifications. Provision should be made 
for representation on this committee of the three State libraries.” 

Paragraph 8 of the Report provides a keynote: “The Committee 
considers that there is a good case for the co-ordination of these three 
State libraries and their services in such a way that they will be 
administered as a unit under one director, but with proper provision 
for the continuation by each library of those duties and functions 
which are peculiarly its own and for which each was established: 
but we feel that, in the earlier stages, this attempt to co-ordinate 
these services should not be applied too rigidly and gradualness should 
be the method of approach and development.” 

Seriatim, these are the recommendations in this section of the 
Report: 

(a) That the National Library be a central body responsible for the 
control and administration of the three State libraries, and in a 
general way responsible for the functions of all three libraries: 

(b) That the special nature of the General Assembly Library be 
continued as a separate unit and that the functions of the present 
parliamentary Library Committee be retained. It would provide 
and house reference and research works in political, economic, 
sociological, and other appropriate fields; newspaper services and 
collections; and recreational reading for members of Parliament; 

(c) That the duties and functions of the Alexander Turnbull Library 
be preserved and continued as a separate unit. If at a later stage 
all three libraries are together in one building, the original 
collections of Alexander Turnbull, and the natural accretions 
thereto, should have their identity preserved in a special section 
of such National Library to be known as the Alexander Turnbull 
Collection; 

(d) That the functions of the National Library Service be, in like 
manner, preserved and developed and that it should control and 
manage: 

(i) The Country Library Service; 

(ii) The School Library Service—subject to the Education 
Department being allowed sufficient influence on policy to 
ensure that it meets the needs of the schools; 

(iii) The Library School—subject to the alternative of a uni- 
versity course being reviewed from time to time; and 
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(iv) The National Library Centre (i.e., interloan and _ biblio- 
graphical services) ; 

(e) That it be the duty and function of the National Library: 

(i) To maintain, control, and develop a direct reference service 
primarily at a scholarly or research level, including a section 
for rare books and special provision for New Zealand 
material in co-ordination with the Alexander Turnbull 
Collection and the Parliamentary Section; 

(ii) To provide for a scientific collection supplementing, as 
necessary, the material in the library of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and the Library of the 
Royal Society; 

(iii) To make provision for the acceptance of copyright deposits; 
the legislation to be amended accordingly and the necessity 
for registration by the Patent Office to be investigated; and 

(iv) To build up such other bibliographical services as seem meet 
and proper from time to time. 

The Committee is of opinion that the general State Departments 
should maintain their own day-to-day collections of reference works, 
but that the departmental libraries should be regarded as outliers of 
the National Library as far as possible supplementary to it. To avoid 
unnecessary duplication and overlapping, buying should come under 
the direct and active supervision of the National Library. 

The Committee sees no reason for Archives to be brought under 
the control of the National Library, though it would like to see them 
nearby: the suggestion is that if the Turnbull Collection is transferred 
to the new National Library, the Archives might replace it in Bowen 
Street. 

These are the principal proposals in the Report. With some changes, 
the Committee has recommended very much what this Association 
asked for in its submissions to the committee of the Public Service 
Commission (New Zealand Libraries 18n6: 159-165, Ag 1955) and 
the Parliamentary Select Committee (New Zealand Libraries 214: 
90-92, Je-J] 1958). It would be idle to suppose that there are still 
no cleavages of opinion in the Association. There are cleavages, and 
they are deep. They were reflected to some extent in the debate when 
the Report was received in the House. But the identity of the various 
institutions was scrupulously safeguarded in the Report, and no 
cession was proposed without a corresponding and important gain. If 
the foundation can be accepted and passed into law, the National 
Librarian and his coadjutors, working in concert, can surely be trusted 
in their decisions over the years to reconcile the equally genuine 
claims of sentiment and of efficiency, to the detriment of neither. 
If there is early Government action in implementing the recom- 
mendations for immediate attention, the Association will have made 
areal step towards an important goal. 
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HILARY LEYS 
MEMORIAL WING 


A NEW CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
CORAL RIDLING 





fut Hirary Leys Memortiat WING 
This wing is erected in memory and in admiration 


ol 
Hiary Leys (1893-1944) 
by a bequest from her husband 
Wiitam Crom Leys (1877-1950) 








Brier History 

The above plaque is placed at the entrance to the Hilary Leys 
Memorial Wing and its simple wording portrays a wish, long felt by 
the Leys family, to build a new children’s library at the Institute. The 
wing is built under the terms of the will of the late Sir Cecil Leys, who 
specified that a trust be established for a new children’s library to be 
named after his wife, the late Lady Leys. It is perhaps interesting to 
record that in 1909 the Leys Institute opened the first separate 
children’s department in New Zealand, and it is believed also that this 
may have been the first in Australasia. The architect’s task was made 
considerably easier by the realistic Trustees who gave him a free hand 
in determining the overall form and general layout of the wing, 
stipulating only that the best of materials and workmanship should be 
used. In turn there was excellent co-operation between architect and 
librarian, with the result that many practical features suggested from 
the librarian’s point of view were incorporated into the final plans. 


SITE AND CONSTRUCTION 

Ihe general form was limited by site restrictions, the wing actually 
extending to the maximum boundaries, and the necessity to integrate 
the wing with the existing Institute buildings. These latter comprise a 
basement, ground floor and upper storey, and as entrance to the new 
wing is from the Main Library ground floor, it was therefore necessary 
to divide the wing itself into two floors. The slope of the site was 
utilised to form a basement floor which duplicates the ground floor. 
The only other exit is a fire door in the basement. The area of the 
upper floor measures 727 sq. ft. including the stair and 668 sq. ft 
excluding the stair, while the lower floor measures 691 sq. ft. including 
the stair and 628 sq. ft. excluding the stair. 

Special attention was given to the natural lighting, a large landscape 
window 12 ft. 8 in. by 8 ft. 11 in. in the upper north wall opening up 
the harbour view and, incidentally, the Auckland Harbour Bridge! 
On entering the wing, a spectacular vista is obtained, particularly al 
night when the lighted North Shore is clearly visible. Above the 
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stairs, another landscape window opens up a view of the uppe 
harbour, while, in the basement, a slightly smaller picture window 
12 ft. 8 in. by 5S ft. 7$ in. of anti-glare glass opens onto a_ nearby 
garden. Top-hung windows are placed on both upper and lower eas 
walls. 

The whole wing is treated acoustically. 

The ‘outside walls are plastered with a cement facing to conform 
with the existing buildings, and the name of the wing is lettered in 
bronze on the wall facing the street. Metal sun-shades are placed 
above both large landscape windows. 


INTERIOR LAYOUT 

The shelving follows the line of the walls, comprising four shelves 
and one tilted bottom shelf. On both floors, the shelves drop beneath 
the north windows. Two display cases have been built into the 
shelving section, with locked, sliding plate-glass doors and concealed 
lighting. One case is used for valuable and well-illustrated books which 
the children have to ask for at the desk. A picture book section 
with sloping backs and a special long, low stool has been incorporated 
for use by the younger children. The ground floor accommodates book 
sections titled Adventure, Younger Children, Fairy Stories, Animal 
Stories and School Stories, while in the basement is the entire non- 
fiction section, the New Zealand Collection, Reference Books, Teen- 
ager and Older Boys and Girls sections. The issue desk is placed at 
the top of the staircase and the children’s assistant has a reasonable 
control over the basement floor (see Observations). A large cupboard 
near the desk provides ample space for storage. 


FURNITURE AND FITTINGS 

There are three round tables, each with four chairs, on each floor, 
plus the low stool mentioned above for small children. All are faced in 
plastic and washable. The floor is covered with linoleum tiles, with 
cut-outs of shags, pelicans and kiwis inserted at various intervals, the 
tiles curving upwards at all outer edges to make cleaning easier. Al! 
wecdwork is muranti (Malayan mahogany). Inset fluorescent lighting 
is installed in the basement, but on the ground floor six woeden 
brackets hold three tear-drcp bulbs each. All heating is by gas. 

Varicus treatments and materials have been applied to those parts 
of the walls tree from bookcases. On the ground floor, the end wall 
has been part panelled in ribbed panelling and includes a_ built-in 
electric clock. One side wall displays a map of the world in plaster 
relief applied to a background of wavy flutes representing the ocean, 
these flutes being carried partly into the ceiling. The opposite wall 
has a painted animal mural. The map, mural and cut-outs in the floor 
were all executed by Mr James Turkington. 

Cork has been used for all display areas including the backs of the 
display cases, a 10 ft. by 4 ft. display board in the basement and a 
two-inch beading round the top of all shelving. Other special features 
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of the interior layout include a display area beneath the open-type 
basement stairway and a collection of 21 native birds arranged in a 
modern glass setting. The display area came into existence through 
the fire regulations stipulating that the stairway be completely encased, 
the result being that it is an ideal place in which to show both books 
and items of interest loaned by various organisations. The native 
birds are a link with the past, having teen originally presented to the 
Institute in 1905 by Dr T. W. Leys. They were completely cleaned 
and re-set by staff of the Auckland Institute and Museum and placed 
at the head of the stairs: the entire arrangement is a great favourite 
with the children. In the basement, a revolving bookcase houses the 
encyclopedias and reference books. 

The issue desk is a half U shape made of muranti, with a panelled 
cuter side faced in red plastic. A plate-glass shelf eight inches above 
the working surface keeps out inquisitive fingers and prevents incoming 
and outgoing books from being mixed with working tools on the desk 
A square area dropped five inches accommodates the issue trays and 
there is ample drawer and cupboard space for the use of the assistant. 
The working space on the top of the desk is quite large enough to 
cope with all workroom = duties, the children’s assistant being 
responsible for all juvenile book accessioning, registrations, cata- 
loguing, overdues, mending and displays. 

The various book sections are hand titled with white printing on 
a red background, while, in addition, small display stands with a 
perspex front hold relevant hand-painted illustrations. The title and 
pictorial work was done professionally by Mr James Lyle. For dis- 
plays out of reach of the children, lettering from the Main 
Library’s set of Mitten’s Library Letters is used. 

An item which has proved very popular with the children is a 
large plastic globe which is placed on one of the tables and usually 
surrcunded with picture books of a geographical nature. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS 

The wing was opened in May 1958 by Her Excellency Viscountess 
Cobham, and in the ensuing months the number of children using 
the library and the number of books issued have increased by 238 
per cent. An increase was anticipated, but not to that extent! Should 
this rate continue it will be necessary to staff the wing with two 
assistants instead of one, because one of the most satisfying aspects 
ef our work has been having the space in which to hold special 
activities for the children. In Ponsonby we serve a very mixed popu- 
lation, both economically and racially, and in the comparatively short 
time that the wing has been opened many children, with parents away 
at work, have found here a place of their own where they may browse, 
meet their friends, attend films, enjoy “Storyhour on Record” and 
take part in the reading programmes that the Staff arrange, quite 
apart from the taking out of books for home reading. 
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As mentioned above, the greatest problem so far encountered has 
been inadequate staffing for the present phenomenal increase, but it is 
hoped that this is a problem which will be solved in the near future. 
An allied problem is the lack of direct supervision in the basement 
floor, a situation which both architect and librarian foresaw. The 
conditions of Sir Cecil’s will stated that the bequest must be used for 
the benefit of children, and as it was necessary to build a two-storey 
building, it seemed foolish not to use that extra space for a public 
room. However, it has been impressed on all the children who use the 
wing that it is their library and that their help is needed in keeping it 
spick and span. Up to the present, this appeal, with minor exceptions, 
has given the required result, and the problem of supervision has not 
given cause for much concern. Meanwhile, this basement crea, which 
can be cut off completely from the ground floor by closing the inter- 
vening doors, is an ideal place in which to hold sound films and 
lectures. 

We at the Leys Institute feel very proud of the Hilary Leys 
Memorial Wing and what it is doing for the children of Ponsonby. 
It is yet another example of the effective generosity of the Leys 
family, who, over a pericd of fifty-three years, have contributed so 
much to the establishment and development of the Institute. 





SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE LIBRARY 


NEW QUARTERS 
G. LILIAN CUMMING 


The School of Architecture is one of the New Zealand University 
professional schools, and as such, has a fair amount of autonomy. 
Ihe School is also part of the University of Auckland, and, in this 
other capacity, shares in the administrative services provided by that 
bedy. So that the Library of the School, besides being the only 
professional library for Architecture in the Dominion, is also one of 
the departments of the University Library, and the Librarian-in- 
Charge is one of the senior librarians on the staff of the University 
Library. 

The student body and the Library stock have been increasing rapidly 
of late years, with a consequent cramping and overcrowding in the 
‘School of Architecture in the quarters allocated for studios and book 
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storage. When, therefore, towards the end of 1956, the Universit 
purchased an elderly building next door to the School, it was decide 
to remodel this building to provide two lecture rooms and quarter 
for the new Town Planning Department and for the Library. 

The Head of the School and Dean of the Faculty, Professor Knighi 
made generous provision for the Library. The whole of the street-leve 
floor and the basement immediately -Feneath that space was mac 
available for books. The Librarian-in-Charge was asked to design the 
new library within these limits. 

It is, or should Fe, a comparatively simple task to design a library 
from the issue-desk and the Librarian's office outwards, so that, as our 
architect-trainees are always hearing, form does indeed follow 
function. It is, however, not so simple to work out a design withir 
the limits of an already fixed shape and size. On the other hand 
these very limits do present a challenge calling tor ingenuity, and the 
resulting solution is sometimes much more interesting than the 
urrangement produced by a straightforward piece of planning. 

Because of the Library’s place in the University hierarchy, i.e., that 
ef a departmental library, certain simplifications in the planning were 
pessible. For instance, there was no need to provide space for extensive 
beok repair, cr to organise either time or space for dealing with 
accounts. 

Space available was as follows: The street-level floor originall 
heused 3 sizeable rooms, a wide passage, a stairway, a slice of i 
scullery, 2 very small rooms and 2 chimneys—in all, this gave approxi 
mately 1500 sq. ft. of space, while the basement included a_ further 
500 sq. ft. 

It was also necessary to plan to use up the old fixed shelving in 
the new space and also, somehow, to utilise the old reading desks thal 
had been built against the longitudinal walls in the old library. The 
latter were cut into 8-foot lengths and joined in pairs back to back 

The accompanying plan will show how this was managed. The 
stairway was eliminated and a completely new stair well was buill 
cutside the new Library door. As many walls were pulled down as the 
architect—and the building—would allow. Originally the chimneys 
were to have Feen retained, and the first plan accepted them, and 
indeed made a feature of them. However, the brickwork proved to be 
unsafe and the chimneys were taken out, leaving two handsome high 
doorways. 

Entrance is now from the new stair well, and although some of the 
passage walls have had to be retained, they have been used to provide 
space for display and for folio shelving fitments. The space of the 
two smaller rooms has, now been opened out and consequently made 
lighter, and now hoyses all periodicals from 1940 onwards, together 
with spare shelving/for “odds and ends”. One side of the “Egyptian 
doorway” houses/two magazine racks. The Art Index and the “Card 
Index to Periodicals” are located in the same area, 
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The front bay windows have been left as they were, while the 


lormer front entrance has been turned into a third bay. These windows 


lace the afternoon sun and are most popular for individual studying. 
Hardly any sunshine falls on the books themselves. 
What was formerly a kitchen is now the work area, with a small 
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ollice for the Librarian. A’ window opening connects with 
assistant’s working space and with the telephone. Quite large windoy 
were opened in the “passage” wall and allow of reasonable supervisio: 
There is a good packing bench and ample shelving for stationer 
The scullery bench was retained, but a handsome new sink an 
formica top installed. 

The books are shelved all round the walls of the main room. Th 
reading desks are placed at right angles to the windows, and there ay 
several small tables in addition. 

Downstairs, the basement houses all periodicals up to and includiny 
1939, together with duplicate, uncatalogued or “quiescent” books 
The Slides Library, of between 3000 and 3500 slides, is also stored iy 
the basement. A set of deep shelves for drawings is built against on 
of the walls. 


SPECIAL ITEMS 

(i) Magazine Racks. These have proved very satisfactory. The 
are set at an angle, with a perspex barrier to keep journals in plac 
but still clearly visible. 

(ii) Folio Shelves are actually slide-in trays of plywood, with ; 
batten-stop along the back edge of each shelf. It is much easier 
handle the heavy books in this way. 

(iii) Slides are stored in trays of a special design, housed in a fit 
ment utilising one of the old reading desks. The reading slope ha 
now become a sorting slope and incorporates a viewing panel of 
ground glass, under-lit by a fluorescent tube. 

(iv) Colour scheme. A very pleasing pale green covers most of the 
walls; the ceiling is in blue white, the window reveals are dazzling 
white, as also a shadowed wall in the periodical area. The reveal of 
the “Egyptian doorway” is in a striking deep dull red. The work ares 
also is pale green; the Librarian's office has two walls in coral. 

(v) Shelving is wood. The shelving transferred from the old 
library is of rimu, the new of Pinus Radiata, but the carpenters have 
skilfully matched the two types, so that the book shelves do seem 
to harmonise with the character of the room. Fixed shelving hay 
been adhered to. 


CRITICISMS 
(i) The placing of some of the neon tubes, especially in the 
periodicals area, could have been more effective. 
(ii) The heating of an old and inflammable building has presented 
considerable difficulties, not yet entirely overcome. 
(iii) The work area is awkwardly designed. This was unavoidable 
as the adjacent partition wall is also a structural member. 
(iv) The hardboard surfaces on the benches and table tops have 
tended to scratch more easily than was anticipated. 
Nevertheless in place of a rapidly cramping steel hut, 20 ft. by 40 
ft., we now have a spacious room, light and airy, with high and 
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eegant kauri ceilings. The different zones of activity reveal themselves 
pleasingly. The heavily-used equipment and miaterials—periodicals, 
vertical files, catalogue—are instantly accessible. The books ranged 
round the walls are a decoration in themselves, while the basement 
provides for overflow and storage. 

The room can also be used for appropriate functions. The N.Z.L.A. 
Branch has held several meetings here, and during the Winter term 
the senior music students at the University gave us some delightful 
junch-hour concerts. 

| think that it can be safely claimed that the new Library happily 
fulfils those old requirements of basic architecture—“Commoditie, 
Firmness and Delight”. 





LIBRARY DISCOUNTS 
REVISED TERMS 


Following discussions between representatives of our respective 
associations the revised discount terms as offered by the Associated 
Beoksellers of New Zealand and as accepted by the New Zealand 
Library Association are set out below: 

(1) Books ex stock: 10% on all books to all libraries. 
(2) Indent terms: 
(i) Public and university libraries 
(a) Books priced in accordance with column three of the 
Associated Booksellers Retail Price Schedule (i.e. books 
where discount to booksellers is 33!'3°%, but less than 
Oy.) 223%. 
(b) All other books, 20°,,. 
(ii) School libraries 
On all books, 20°,,. 

[he discounts on indent orders apply to erders of £25 and over 
in value. In the case of orders from schools, attention is drawn to the 
\sscciated Booksellers’ request that orders should be placed in as 
elicient and as complete a form as possible. 

The Associated Booksellers state that the terms have been revised 
lollowing “consideration for some time” of the discount schedule, 
ind that the need for revision “has been made the more necessary 
tecause of the . . . increase in the post rates from Great 8ritain”. 

The new discounts, which in all cases are on the New Zealand retail 
price, have applied from 17 March 1958. 


1S] 








“LOMAK’ CATALOGUE CABINETS 





are constructed in 


SELECTED TIMBERS 


with 





AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 
CARD LOCKING RODS 
BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 


* 


For further particulars write 


_ LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LTD. 


Phone 75-903 Christchurch Box 1021 
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A SIGN FOR 
LIBRARIANS 


Permanent, colourful signs 
enhance your library 
“PERMABRIGHT™” SIGNS 
A sign of the times 


A sien for all time 





Sample signs on loan for 7 days 


Engraved on jin. thick Formica 

Large number of colour combinations 
Vertical signs on &in x Jin. x 4 in. blocks 
Sloping signs for top of shelving 
Classification numbers engraved on signs 
Shelf siens to suit shelf thickness 


MODERN ENGRAVERS 


220 DURHAM STREET, CHRISTCHURCH 





Say 


you saw them advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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LIBRARIANS 


Avail yourselves of the services of 


CAMBRIDGE BOOKBINDING SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 57 CAMBRIDGE PHONE 629 


Our endeavour is to help the librarian maintain books 
on an economic basis. Give your books two lives 
instead of one. Prices quoted are for public libraries 
and schools. 
BOOKS Up to 9" x 6"—-3/6 each. 
Up to 11” x 7°-——-5/1 each. 
Up to 15” x 10”—10/10 each. 
SEWING 1/- to 1/6 extra—undertaken where 
necessary. Stitchless binding also 
undertaken where necessary. 
MAGAZINES Covers stiffened —Up to 10” x 7° 
—2/- cach. 
Over 10” x 7°——2/6 each. 
Magazines returned expeditiously 











BOOK JACKETS 
OF 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 


Made from the best British materials and by the finest 


British workmanship. 


For the past five years these transparent book jackets 


have been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 


have stood the test of time. 


New Zealand Book Service I td 
P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 








Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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re for the first time in years— 


JELLE M. SCANLAN’S 


IMMORTAL BOOKS OF THE 


PENCARROW SAGA 


The Pencarrow Saga covers the 
life and fortunes of the Pencar- 
row family during the first hun- 
dred years of New Zealand’s 


history. 
“PENCARROW” Price 10/6 
“TIDES OF YOUTH” Price 10/6 
“WINDS OF HEAVEN” Price 10/6 
“KELLY PENCARROW” Price 10/6 


EVERY LIBRARY SHOULD HAVE 
COPIES OF THIS 
NEW ZEALAND CLASSIC 


Published by 


Vhiembeh onl Ld 


Christchurch Auckland Hamilton Wellington 


Lower Hutt Timaru Dunedin Invercargill 











Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
PRINTED BY WRIGHT & CARMAN LTD., WFELLINGTON 


REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. WELLINGTON AS A MAGAZINE 








